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WIGNALLS WINES - INTERNATIONAL AWARD 
Statement by Member for Albany 

MR P.B. WATSON (Albany - Parliamentary Secretary) [12.58 pm]:  I take this opportunity to congratulate 
Robert and Claire Wignall on Wignalls Wines’ 2006 vintage pinot noir winning a gold medal at the international 
Japan Wine Challenge.  This same wine also won a gold medal at the Royal Melbourne Wine Show this year.  
With around 1 700 wines from 20 different countries, the Japan Wine Challenge is now firmly established as 
Asia’s most prestigious wine competition.  Japanese consumers have an increasing thirst for premium boutique 
wines from around the world, and a wine with a Japan Wine Challenge medal confirms to Japanese consumers 
that it is an appropriate choice of wine to buy.  Wignalls Wines was established at King River in 1982 by 
veterinarian Bill Wignall and his wife, Pat, with pinot noir and chardonnay vines being the first planted.  Three 
years later they won their first gold medal for pinot noir wine.  Bill had done a lot of meteorological research and 
found that Dijon in the Burgundy wine-growing region of France had a similar climate to that of Albany.  This 
and the localised conditions - or terroir - are the main reason for the numerous successes that have flowed from 
those beginnings, along with a sophisticated trellis system to maximise sunlight and air circulation.  Since 1988 
Wignalls has had a strict policy of not spraying pesticides and of using a permaculture system of working with, 
not against, the environment.  In 2004 Bill’s son Rob and Rob’s wife, Claire, took over the operation, as mum 
and dad took the opportunity to retire.  Rob has maintained the attention to detail that is needed to produce good 
quality fruit, and Wignalls Wines is now recognised as a leader in the field of producing excellent award-
winning pinot noir wine.  Since Wignalls’ small start, it has developed into 22 hectares of vines and a modern 
winery, and is home to the Vintage Blues Music Festival, which attracts visitors from Perth and the eastern states 
each year.  Congratulations to Rob and Claire Wignall and the winemaking team at Wignalls Wines on showing 
the world that a small vineyard in Albany can produce great pinot noir wine. 
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